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UConn Hillel Names New Executive Director 

STORRS – UConn Hillel, the center for Jewish life at the University of 

Connecticut, Storrs is pleased to announce it has appointed Edina 

Oestreicher, formerly Vice President for Student Affairs, University of 

Bridgeport as its new Executive Director. Oestreicher holds a bachelor’s 

degree from UConn and a master’s degree from the University of 

Bridgeport. Edina has nearly twenty-five years of experience as an 

administrator in higher education and is committed to working with 

students and University stakeholders as the organization offers Jewish 

students a welcoming and comfortable community on campus. Edina 

believes students should be encouraged to explore their Jewish identity 

on their own terms with the experiences necessary to succeed in life 

both on and off campus. 

As Oestreicher says, “I am so excited to begin working with students 

and staff to ensure that UConn Hillel continues to be a warm, 

welcoming and inclusive Jewish home on campus. Whether in person or 

virtually, I look forward to listening to students as we work together to expand programming, foster 

new partnerships and create meaningful Jewish experiences.” 

UConn Hillel is committed to providing unique and meaningful opportunities for almost 2,000 

Jewish college students, as well as for the greater community. 

In her new role, Oestreicher will be responsible for providing leadership, vision and strategy for 

engaging all UConn Jewish students and creating a pluralistic, vibrant community. 

“Edina has been successful in her career connecting with students and the community at large. She is 

driven, passionate, articulate and genuine and this helps her bring out the best in all around her. We 

look forward to Edina’s next chapter with the UConn Hillel and we look forward to seeing the 

growth in our community,” said Henry Mondschein, Board Chair. 

Oestreicher has more than thirty years of professional experience in community-based affairs; 

executive leadership positions, women’s and community interest issues, including serving as 

facilitator for the Anti-Defamation League of CT in the program, “Words to Action” to address and 

respond to anti-Semitism, anti-bias and discrimination for over 200 adolescents, teens and adults 

each year throughout CT. 
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She is certified in Case Management & Intervention certification (National Behavioral Intervention 

Team Association), Civil Rights Investigator Training and Certification, Association of Title IX 

Administrators (ATIXA), QPR (Question, Persuade and Refer) Gatekeeper Training and 40-hour 

Mediator Training Certification (CT Mediation Center). 

Oestreicher lives in Orange, CT with her husband, David. They have two daughters. 

Hillel is one of the most well-known student organizations on the UConn campus and is not just 

confined to its building, the Trachten-Zachs Hillel House. It is an organization of and for students 

who create community wherever they go on campus. The Hillel experience can be found actively on 

campus with events in the Student Union and on Fairfield Way, with friends in the dining halls, 

dorms and on Birthright, on coffee dates with staff, and globally with a widespread network of 

alumni. Any student may participate in Hillel – no membership is required. 
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